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Us*Bp3^y*a, flfty-fiTe year oifl Jasea Hulae Dolaen «aa aomfl 
aaleef sa the sen rose oa Saturday meraiag» Mar<Si S3» 1940. Be ms, 
roused by Dies ccwaalttee iuTostigator Sobert B* Barker aad aa 
a%8istaitt of uakaom authority. Barker threat lute the l^ds of the 
stili^eXeepy Bolsea a Dies eoisiBlttee "forthwith** suhpeitt «nfl ezpleiaedi 
that it l^d just about the foree of a searoh sad seizure mrraat. Be 
told l^ism to dreeSf aad while Oolmn v&a dressing Barker reaaaoked 
the reo% eaptying the oonteats of files, hookoasea asd bureau drawera 
into 5olae&*B suiteaeea. Be took even empty files folders* Bolsm 
protested, but to no avail. Be ms aot allowed to i^oae a lawyer ©r 
friends. Aa soon as he was clothed he was rushed into a waiting auto 
and driven to the airport. Here finally did get to aaphom bat ^ly 
a memaoit before he was taken onto the plane ajad flom to Washingt^a. 
Barker toM him that ^e subpma compelled him to fly to mahing«on 
immediately.wtiimltimxtasmSfcli^Brs 

¥pon arriviag in saahington Doleen ms taken bafimre an 
meeutive mssion of the Dies coi^ttee-a session at ^idiich neither 
the prms ner other oitisens are sliowsd. Sawing regaibned aome of his 
CffiBposure Dolsen refamd to testify in seeret and without a lawyer. 

The omnittee deelded to wait until Monday morning. 

Bolmn spent the mekend in an unsuccessful seerUh for a Iwayer 

adnitted 

idio would represent him. Dolson is anawikteiEBiwwi Goamainist. e charter 
masher of the party and a r^pilar let ter-to-the editor writer, llthout 
a lawyer he testified all day Monday and was told to return for farther 
©uestlonirig the following day. When Dolsen showed up on Tuesday morning 




with Xairyer tiio ecaalttee did aot quastios liim* He ims told to keep 
OB reporttag, which he did, but he was bbtoi? reoalled to Qie staed, 
Ooleea had in hie raided li'tXe room in a roomiag house & 
C<MiDSSBiat Party daes-boik mad# out ia the name of fisinkliii Delaao 
BooeeTsIt, a name adopted by e party member afraid Of losing hie job 

if his identity with the party were known. This got tl» Dies eommittee 

/ 

b&ok OB t1i» front pages for the first time in two asonthe. 

Hie real reason Bolsen was nemr mx recalled le that he raised 
the question of the eoBssittes’s illegal action i» ap. rehemdiag hi* on 
a subpena aad imiaroperly seising his personal property. Although there 
wOre two two Dies men to contradict Dolsen, the cosMittee oouldB*t 
risk it. 

The agent of any doBgressional com^^ittee seirtring a subpeas 
has absolutely bo power. If asked to leaws he must do eo itssedlateiy. 

Be <ma tak«n nothlag ualess it is voluntarily Mm by the person 

upoB wbem he serves the subpena, %e subpetm allowe sufficient time 
to get a lawyer, collect any documents that mi^t be tailed for* The 
committee is bound to pay tumex transportation mpenaoa of ^ witness 
but the witaess is not re- ulred to acscmpany the agent, 

^e book which got the committee its headlineBon^ was not 
Bolsen* e, 80 it didn*t come under ^e subpena. The book had, obvlouely, 
no con action with th® president, unless he resided in Pittsbaridi end 
worked on 

Attaehed Is a brief sumamry of Dolsen’s testimony with some 
quotes, showing clearly that he had no ri^ts and was freaaeatly 
threatened and intimidated* 

After a day passed the newspapers aM Member sof Congress 
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to lea^ sa I4ee* ’’©tpose”. The Pittaburgh Press criticised the 
ecHnaittee for ”«a8tiBg the ^^arpeyere* money** and said that suffieient 
information about Dolaen could have been obtained "simply spending a 
three-eent stamp on e letter,** When Dies gOmsittee agents^ led by the 
committee’s zmmat counsel, swooped dom on the Cos mist Party’s 
Pittsburgh office on Tuesday, March E6, they were denied access to 
ths records. 

So, on Thursday t!tey listened to Mltisore, the office of the 

atmmx 

party oloi^at to Washington, and, lihm <mly a sbobbs was in Hie office, 
raided it and, oter her protests, ^raasovsd its contents, *%ey made no 
ef OTt to asrve n subpcHca on the woman* s hiMbeocd, Dr* £223^ Albert 
Bluabsrg, party secretary, the agents raided Hie Baltimore office 

they used a blank subpena, and filed in Mrs, Blumberg’s nasma after 
jlie identified herself, (llo other Congressional c^mittee is known to 
have employed this ueationable proeedure. The Dies ccm^ttee has made 
a practise of it. During the election on 19^ Dies ^ve a 

nautical oponent of f8rmer~Laborite Governor llmer Benson of Minnesaot 
a half-doaen balnk subpenas end #800 with lidiioh to bring unknown 
witnesses to Washington to testify against ^nson, Ben^n ^s labeled a 
red. He was defeated,) 

When Mrs, Dorothy Blamberg, in the coarse of her testimony on 
Friday, March 29, no :u^d the committee of robbing the office Dies 
defended hie investigators, who once again had operated in pairs in order 
to have two words against one, by saying the Mrs, Blumberg had given them 
pemisaion to take everything in the office, Mrs, Bltraberg pointed out 
that she had no such euthori^, not being an official, and otherwi»B 




4 



d@niedl Dies stat@B@Qt8 about tb@ raid. Witbiu a ibort whila sbe i%8 
finishad beatifying and has not yet been recalled. 

Also on tbe 29tb Dies agents redded the ^ssachussstts l^ad*' 
cuarters of the Gomandst party. 

£ash of l^asa radis was aecomfeualed, as weie those that foUoved^ 
either by a statcaent or a ’*r«mor” shieh ee«aed to cone from the 
com It tee that a maBbershlp Met had been obtained. All witnssses 
«e3PS asksd for the naaee of party members or for lists. All refused end, 
eith the exception of the teo assoEai v^en who testified, Mrs. Blumbes^ 
end Hiss Anne Burlek, administretiwe secretary of the party in Massaolmeeettt 
( ifeo testified on Thursday, April 4 ), all were as a conse: uenco cited 
for cont«BQ>t. 

Bdee was a day too early for April JPools» Day when he announced 
that he was going aftsr the Bsembership list of ”ths Serman-imerleeB 
Bund and all other organizations which our coasittee finds to be sub- 
▼ersiTe". There were two catches: %e ocramittee has made no ef fort so 
far as can be discoTered to get a Bund m«»b©r8hip list; its own record 
shows that the BuM’s simbershop list was destroyed in anticipation of 
a demand for it, Sad the coimdttee, however, actually gotten such a list 
it is clear that no use would have been made of it, for it has had in 
its posseseion a Felley list for 8 or 9 months and has steadfastly 
renfused to make it public. 

The day after the testimony of the Blumbergs, at 10:53 p.m., 
the Klen burned frosses on their lawn, but the committee has done nothing 
about it even thou^t there is now a law ( Public 401, passed this January) 
making it a felony to interfere with witnesses befews Congressional 
c^mamittee. When Dlee was asked on Wednesday iv-ril 10, 1940, by Congressman 




i(ar 0 aattoi.o ( MS*, ST he would iaveetigate the yiim, if 

he vmld|» Siea i^ea^iued el loots* Although oo this a^w toy Dies a^to a 

leagthy defense of his eoamittee { 4 ieogle-spaced typaerittm pages }oa the 
House floor 

/the Coagressioaal Beeord does oot contain it* ITiero is s legend saying 
( strnagely enough) that the speeeh will appear in the appendix* It Is 
not tjhe e ao» Is it in the Beeord of %uraday* 

On Tuesday night, April 2, Dies announced that his agents, 
assisted by local police, had raided the CoaEmmist Party* a head- 
quarters in Ehiladelphla and ontainod "aaaaazing ” etidence, including 
laeiBbership lists, dues, and disburseeients* 

This is what happened in Phlladsl^iia ; 

Two cojaaittee imrestlgaters, George Hurley ( former G-man) and 
Chester Horo { who had spent a long time in Philadelphia beginning early 
in 1939 ), led a raiding party totalling 27 end also including Philsdeli^ia 
police, 8 deteotiTep,and motor cycle police* One of the reining party 
said that l^e material seized was taken ina truck over the Delaware 
River Bridge { a mile fsosi ComsBunist Barty Headquarters) and into 
Sew Jersey in order to get the matetial out of the State before legal 
prooeedings to halt its snoval could be instituted. The bridge is in 
the oiRjooite direction from Washington* 

Ones again the etwalttee’s liigptl action failed to get it baek 
into sensational headlines to i&ich it was accustomed, ^^ladiately the 
Philadel^iia Communists dwanded the arrest of the Dies age^jts* The 
ooBffiittee ^^an to worry, 

{See attached mmao for judges decision, copy of warrant, etc,, 
re i'Mledelihla raids. The International fookers* Order office was also 
similarly iraided.) 
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On the aoraing of 4.|a*il 4, Rieherd H. Lawry, «ftio had beam fired 
after the eensslttee alleipS he «ae a Goamanisty 
frca hie job as Pittsburg eeasus spperTisor/ was recalled to the stand 

thile the coatsitteo a^n atteapted, in self-jnstifloatlon, to proye 

he was a (Jomranist. The eoamlttee failed and Lawry, father of 7, had 

no job. 

Later that day Phil Frankfeld, State secretary of the Goramnnist 

Party for Maesaasachnssetts, wblB ejected fpom the hearing at Dies 

direction when he demnded a right the conmittee has regularly accorded 

fascist, andti-labor, and Republican ( John 5.M, Hasdltoh ) witnesses. 

He wantM to make a short atetosent for the record. Dies told 

him to get soiaeon© to put it in the Congressional Record, 

told 

On ipril 4 Dies was by Federal Judge George k» Welsh, 

Of T-hiladelpMa, not to malcB any use of the mteriel seized Illegally 
Dies iamedietely placed this ma-terlal in his 

, “V '' ' 

oeia^tee’s record end then announced, ”The records are all in, are a part i 
of the regord of the ccsraaittee and a part of the evidence. It *8 a fait 
eceoopli. The matter is now academic, I don’t see how we can now give 
th«B up. It is out of oar control, « Flw© days later Dies proved himself 
a liar when he returned the records stolen in Hiiladelphie, 

The next day Judge Welsh order the arrest of the Dies agents. Dies 
retaliated with an additional clear violation of the law. Committee 
secretary Sobert Stripling swore out an affidavit for the ar-est of 
grankfeld and fhiaas F. Patrick 0*Dea, secretary of the Young Ooanamlst 
league of Mass, Aprehended in the corridors of the House Office Building 
while waiting for a Dies coDmdttee hearing that didn’t begin until today 
{ 4/18/40) both were jailed in delfeult of ball. See copy of Judge Letts’ 
decision in dismissing Fraakfeld and 0»Dea, attached. 
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Tfee jailing of tba two Gooraanista gate Dios the bcBOfit of 
acaae of the headlinea and in part offset the had publijiity of Judge 
Reich’s oMer. 

Siaffsririg from these seterel reverBee» soz^thing to i*ioh ales 

le unaocustosed, he suspendea hearings on the foatth and kept hiseeif 

ih the headlines hy a safer dewlsey a »sries of steteraents to the prees* 

this 

On the fifth he appealed ” to the people of ittwico untry ” to decide 

whether or the law was wrong, un the eixth he predicted enactaent of 

a law requiring regletmtloa of left-wing ^lltical partie®. On the mm 

day Hepresentatiye Jerry Toorhle CBea»pGalif») aeah®? of the ebwlttee 

who had pretiously been considered e li^ral^ ennouneed he was introducing 

S bill to ” smftke out" the nases ©f OoiSBaunists and o^ert. When Yoorhis 

inteodnced his bill it was so broad that coapatent Congressional obserwers 
mi^t 

said it wea^d ercn reouiw» tbs Catholic church to register with the State 
Department, 

Hext day Dies used rresident fioosewelt to get hia back into 
the headlinee by ’’challenging" him with a direct qaeetion*' t© support 
Dies leglelatiwe Ifeas referred to abote. 

On the eighth Dies ssJ^d the Bouse to cite Blimberg, 0»Dea 
ajid Prankfeld, which the House did* Delsen and George Towers, Oit sbur^ 
Communist leader, had been prerlouslt cited and, at the demand of the 
com it tee, Frenkfeld and 0*Dee had been Hl^ally er eated for this. This 
was greeted by the American Ciwil Liberties Dnion and by ntawirous 
clregpam and educators as "Indefensible", 

Judge Letts rendered the decision criticising the c<®aaittee 
referred to abors ( see attached) on the ninth and Dies countered. 
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jfeferriag to this deeisloa,”If there aia»t eaoh^ law^ we*ll give them sc8» 
law** He also said that if arrests could be issde oaly la the way 
prescribed by law "tbey’Ts got us beat*^. (J) 

Oa the taeth Dies charged tiaat Cesr^unlst leaders were fleeing 

to escape the cowsittee, but he failed to call a hearing to take teetiaoay 

/ 

from CtaBBimist witnesses who had come in to testify end who were eoeqH»31ed 
to hang around Washington* I^ater in the day he mad© the speegh which 
has yet to be found in th© Congressional Record, referred to above* 

On the eleventh Dies took tsstimony e^lnfipasm: for about 
two hours, but added nothing Id the record* 

Se got back in stride today by resorting to one of his previone 
vitnessee* i.fter Dies and other mashers of the ooniTittee ( except 
©aeey of lease*) end Counsel Robert Lynch ( see previous memo) and 
Rewsareh Director J.B.l^tthetrs spent almost the whole day threatening, 
wwe intimidating and provoking 4 witaes^s representing the Teterens of 
the J-hraham Lincoln Brigade { Fred Seller, Milton Wolff ( sic), Aathoay 
DeMaioCsie) and O-erald Cook }, Willis® C, McGuistion ( see earlier 
ffi«o ) was recalled to the sthnd to tell a lurid story of th© alleged 
execution of an iaericaa boy who Matthews said, without axen referring 
to any evidence, was e direct lineal deseendaet of Rresldent John 
Quincy Adams who assuomd the name of White* All four had denied that there 
had been such an execution. ''eCulstion concluded the heering at 5; 58 p*m*, 
and yjftna ©f the four was given an opportxmity to refute his testimony* 
Menuistion, when Sew Orleans police attmphed to extj^dict hito to stand 
trial on a murder charge late last year, was successfully defended 

by Rhe© ?ihltley, former C— end then committee counsel* Since then 
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Sc^iiistioa bas feeeE by a gr«a4 Jury £or this aurdar» but hit 

bae eoBtiuued to baag arouud tbe biee o^saiittae, all^odly gattiug |S 
a day from tba oci^ttea* He has beafi j^badowixig s<me of the eomralttoa’e 
witneeeae* 

larlier ia tke ^y 3'oba HoaeyeiMttb, deBertat fr« tbe Spaniab 
nepdbiicaa Azmy, was SBaouraged to oall the Spaaisb relief a ’'lucretir® 
racket” asS to state that he " ball erred” that ”ao more than 20 Tereent" 
of the money collected for this purpoee in the United ;itsi.es reached 
Spain* WbeB .Seller d®n,iad this j^oah Mason ( F;®p*, 111.) said that 
lhller*» denial did not ^sastltute a sufficeat refutation beoause he 
bad nothing besides Ms sworn testimony to offer. 

These are not the only such raids eoaductsd by the Uiea 
coijaaittee. On October S, 193®» a similar raid w&s saade on the offices of 
the Ujiieago breneli of the Casmuaist Party* Cooperating in this sis^txssi 
enterprise was Melee (sie) Mills, head of t’m Chicago "Sed” s.qmd, who 
aehieted a short fame in when he proyed that the 10 people massacred 
daring the picketing of the struck Repabiic Steel Corporation plant 
sere part of a group of dangerous agitators i^o were going to take the 
plant oter* His astiyity during the **1.11 tie Steel'’ strike is a. matttr 
of record { La Follet*te Commit #e hsarin^, psrts 14 end 15-D), kt 
approximately the same time there was a raid on the Chicago office of the 
Imeriean League for Peace sad C®aoeraoy*(A.be Iscetaan has complete 
information, in<duding affideyits, on this* I, Unfortunately, hayen’t 
ay copies)* fo aradd ©a the Washington office of the Imsae la woyered 
in my ether msao on hts 0ies committee, Hote particularly the publication 
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thQ aailiag list as a aasbersMp list, Sisson’s eoiMsnt on tiaa reason 
for IncoriKirati^g it in tke record, ate* 

Thsm are aot t&e only tin®s Dies kas threatened witnesses with 
oont®apt proceedings, althon^ it is the first tia@ he has aetasliy 
instituted them* For exjaiple, when Joe Curran, was a witness, on Sattoday 
Odtober 28, 1839, after he tried to get the cosraittee to take testiaony 
froa him about the removal of american seaaen from As^rican ships, 

Dies threatened him with soatempt if he did not stop trying to voluntsfia? 
inforEjstioa, 

Throughout the reseat eaamlnstloas stress has been laid on. 
union eonnections of ^e witnesses, .^11 were asked about their union 
affiliations, uvea years haok, Scrnm of this was in great detail, an 
obvious effort to show Ctssaunlst dotaiaation In several eases* 




subpeaas, Dies egests luntitaally imtsrpret fortbwltb 
to m&Ti Ismediett’ly sltboogb, as a metter of Im, this is not true. 

In my ease tk®y the man who served the suhpene st 8: El a,m. dasseBded 
that I erpear et S e,®,, although wh.sn he got here I mm in bed and when 
1 easwered the-door I me uadresseS, I dldn*t get there until S:SO and 
nothing tr&s ssia, 'They do it so they ean prevent lawyers representing 
witnesses fro® thwarting sc®e of the raw stuff they pull. Cnee Sol 
Cohn got down to ?’erhington end represented the vari07.’s Comsnmist 
witnesses the cOEsiittee didn’t get away with whet it did in Pol8©n»B 
ease, 

Re: Curran*® testimony, Althoui^ Toluae 10 of the coraalttee’s prin-ted 
hosrlngs rei^sents that it lac3 uded the testimony of Oetoher E8, 19S9, 
Joe Curran* B testisroiy i« not Included, although that wau the day on 
idiich he appeared and his testimony took up elaost the whole day. No 
teaeon has h©en given for this, in feot, nobody seeias to hnve noticed 
It. I know of no similar ease on any eosailtte®. Day’s of hearings are 
never broken in half, and there Is no limitation on the ®la© of tl» 
book, Voltaas 10 is smaller than eeveral of the others the coamltte© has 



turned out 




